
Loreto—Rumbek Food Security Update 

January to September 2017 

Context:  

 Despite the best efforts of many governments, NGOs, and individuals, the food security situation has continued to deteri-

orate throughout 2017. In January 2017, only 3.8 million South Sudanese were facing extreme levels of hunger, by February this 

number had increased to nearly 5 million, and by the end of June it had reached an unprecedentedly high level of 6 million. Over 

50% of the country’s population now faces extreme levels of hunger: classified as crisis, emergency, or catastrophe levels of food 

insecurity. While the UN having declared the “famine” over, this refers to the statistical measurement of 10 out of 10,000 people 

dying from hunger and not the human cost of the lack of food – a much more relevant concern. In fact, the Governor of Western 

Lakes State (containing Rumbek) has confirmed that people are dying of hunger. However, this death toll  has not reached UN re-

quirements for declaring an official state of famine in this area.  

 Adding to the food security crisis is the economic devastation facing South Sudan. The hyper-inflation alone has crippled 

the purchasing power of the South Sudanese Pound (SSP). According to official government pay scales, a certified teacher is enti-

tled to 300 SSP per month - a meager  1,63 Euro.  This effect has been compounded by poor market availability of staple goods and 

extremely limited access to foreign currencies.  

 At the Loreto Primary School, students average only 0.3 meals per day outside of the school feeding program; roughly 1 

meal every 3 days. The daily meal offered by the school is often the most nutritious and sometimes the only food they will receive 

that day. Many children go to bed hungry,  others will gorge themselves with what is available—foods which usually lack any sig-

nificant nutritional value, but give their small stomachs the feeling of being full.  

 Due to poor rains and systematic under-planting caused by insecurity, the community surrounding the school—Maker 

Kuei (pronounced Mah-Kher Khoo-way), near Rumbek town - is one of many communities that is forced to think about where their 

next meal will come from, on a daily basis.  In these communities it is the children and young women who are most vulnerable—

and it is on them that we focus our resources. With your generosity and ongoing support, we have been able to support the most 

vulnerable in Maker Kuei, providing them with that which is essential for thriving and learning—food!  

 You, the members of Holy Redeemer Parish, have done so much and it is difficult to express our gratitude, or truly quanti-

fy your ongoing impact. To attempt the latter would be impossible, but we will try by sharing a few of the ways that we as an inter-

national community have endeavored to alleviate the suffering in our corner of South Sudan.  
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School Feeding 

Primary School— 

The Loreto Primary School in Maker Kuei provides meals for 918 primary school students on a daily basis, 5 days per week.  

Our daily attendance rate is more than 90% - largely because of the access to food that our school provides. On average, a primary 

school in South Sudan only anticipates around 75% attendance.  

To date, the Loreto Primary School has successfully delivered  nearly 120,000 meals to primary school children alone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School— 

The Loreto Girls Secondary School is one of the top schools in South Sudan and provides a high quality education to 240 vulnerable 

girls from all around the country. Due to the protective nature of the program, the school is often referred to as a women’s refuge. 

Food security programs at the school are essential to educating and protecting, each of these young South Sudanese women.  The 

school has successfully delivered nearly 140,000 meals to this vulnerable population.  

100% of our most recent graduating class (2016) passed the national exams, and in 2016 only 2.9% of the girls at the school 

dropped out (compared to the nearly 71% cumulative dropout rate for girls in secondary school in South Sudan).  

These girls dream of being doctors and nurses, professors  and teachers, lawyers and lawmakers—the future civil servants of South 

Sudan. Today, more than 95% of the Loreto graduates have either enrolled in tertiary education programs or found gainful employ-

ment.  

Compound Workers and Staff— 

The Loreto programs are staffed largely by community members and in the 

ongoing crisis, the school has been supporting this committed population 

with meals during work days.  To date more than 64,000 meals have been 

delivered to these community members.  
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Emergency Feeding Program 

The Loreto Primary Health Care Unit (PHCU) — 

The Loreto PHCU operates an Emergency Feeding Program that provides desperate mothers and their malnourished babies with 

life saving nutritional support.  In reaction to the ongoing crisis, the PHCU opened its doors to the community’s most disadvantaged 

and food insecure mothers: providing multiple feedings each day for their malnourished children. As word has spread about the 

program, so has the community enrollment growing from just 12 babies to around 50 each month in just the last 6 months.  

In addition to this, the PHCU has provided critical nutritional support to malnourished students enrolled at the Loreto Primary 

School in Maker Kuei.  
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Emergency Food Distributions 

Primary School— 

Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to facilitate 2 food distributions for primary school students for our  midterm breaks. 

During these breaks, the children can often go for days without food and the school wanted to offer a small but substantial dry 

ration for students to take home to tide them over the break.  

Each student received roughly 1 kilo of either maize or sorghum. These rations significantly decreased dropouts during these 

planned school breaks. Over the last year we have distributed nearly 2 metric tons of dry rations to primary school students.  

Compound Workers and School Staff— 

Due to the inadequacies of the local currency, 

the markets are all determined by foreign cur-

rencies and the weak purchasing power of the 

SSP is often debilitating for local families. Com-

munity workers and staff receive a small month-

ly dry ration in addition to their salaries to sup-

port their families . 

To date, we have delivered over 21.6 metric 

tons of grains to community members.  

Conflict Affected Families— 

In July,  through your generosity, we were able to offer support to some of the most conflict affected families in our home commu-

nity. The families supported were burnt out of their homes and looted in October 2016 and have been struggling to cope using tra-

dition means. The rations provided were designed to sustain them until they could harvest their crops in August.  

We deliveried over 3.5 metric tons to 68 struggling families. 

Thank You to all at Holy Redeemer Parish for your generosity to the Loreto Programs in Rumbek.  

Without your support none of this would be possible.  


